The total mortality in Huddersfield, during the five years ending December 1855, was 4,052 : the greatest mortality occurred in 1853, when the deaths amounted to 870; the lowest in 1855, when they numbered only 713 ; the average mortality of the five years being 810, or, one Under our present system it is the business of no one to make these inquiries. Should a looker-on have the temerity to assert that the rate of mortality is too high to show a healthy town, and to hint at the existence of imperfections to our governing bodies, his statements are, in nine cases out of ten unless emanating from influential sources, received with ridicule, or treated with contempt.
To the preconceived notions of those, whose minds are constantly engaged upon the improvement and progress of the town, it must be in all its details a model town.
Huddersfield ought to be, and I think might be made, a model town, for it has very great natural advantages ; but it will not deserve the name of "model", so long as it continues to lose, annually, one in every thirty-eight of its inha-bitants. A constant and independent monitor is wanted to bring this important question prominently forward, and to display it in all its aspects, and till this is done no radical improvement is probable. On this question, peculiarly its own, the medical profession now finds, without doubt, all its pecuniary interest arrayed against sanitary reform.
